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of such interference led by a very narrow margin. This and
other surveys indicated that the majority of people took
comparatively little exception to the New Deal's regulatory
aspects, which as a whole bore most heavily upon the stock
exchange, corporations, high individual incomes and inheri-
tances. In so far as the New Deal touched the average citizen,
he considered it beneficent, although, as a variety of polls
showed, he might object to some phase not infrequently ly-
ing outside his own sphere, such as the fanner's qualms
about the WPA and the urban relief recipient's regarding
slaughtered pigs. In general, whether for good or ill, the
Roosevelt administration fostered the habit of local depend-
ence not only upon the bounty but the powers of decision in
Washington, and also the growth of personal government.
The whole program of the New Deal—for relief, re-
covery, reform—was essentially experimental, with both the
virtues and defects of fluidity in method, however steady its
ultimate goal of well-distributed prosperity and social jus-
tice. Sometimes its improvisations seemed capricious, as in the
monetary manipulations of 1933-1934, but never unfaithful
to Roosevelt's early pledge of action, incessant action, what-
ever the sum of trial and error* A scion of William James's
Harvard, he took pragmatism for his political tool, and the
mind of America in this era of bewilderment, flux and transi-
tion gave its hearty indorsement.
That the New Deal had to attempt so much so hastily—
achieving brilliant successes and a few patent failures—arose
in no small measure from the need for rekindling that lamp
of progressivism which had shone bright in the day of the
first Roosevelt, Taft and Wilson, but had gone out in the
excitement of the Great Crusade and never been relit in the
stagnant air of the twenties. But with all the New Deal's
mistakes and shortcomings, its level of public trust remained
singularly high and its leadership sincere, so that posterity
might well be puzzled to read of the almost pathological
hatred which Roosevelt's name inspired in a considerable

